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USSR_CRUDE PETROLEUM PRODUCTION IN 1952

ﬁhe followirg information was taken from a

West German periodi-
cal, Brennstof‘f—Chemie, published in Essen.”
———— T e -

Baybakov, Minister of the Petroleum Industry, stated in a recently published
report that prospecting for petroleun in the USSR during 1952 has led to good
resulis, so that whe production figure of 70 million tons planned for 1955 will
be uchieved at ni corlier date. The best results were obtained at eastern oll
ficids. In 1952, wh: proportion of crude petrol=um produced at eastern ofl
ciedds aag already 1 rached 50% of the total production. At the Second Baku
alone {vetween “he Volga and th: Urals), 18.8 million tons were produced, as
ST L vt el o cotal productioa of epproxizately %7 million tons. By sinking

allegedly possible to maintain the

cff-shure w:ils at the Baku coust, it was
Erouuction of this field (which is the oldest Russian field) at = significantly
high level.

It is furtherrore reported that the petroleum refineries have also met the
production goals set for them as far as light-colored petroleum products and
lub:ication oils are concerned. The throughput capacity of refineries was con-
ziderably increased during 1952. For the first tinme, good results were achieved
in the corversion of sulfur-contaeining crudes. Sinee several cracking plants
had been started, it was possible to increase the gasoline production to a con-
siderable extent. While Buccesses of the petroleum industry in the Urals, as
w21l as in the Bashkir SSR and the Tatar ASSK, are announced, a complaint is
made to the effeet that inadequate attention has been paid to the extrection
and corvercion of petroleum gas. The opening of new fields in the areas of
Baku, Groznyy, and Degestan is also deseribed as lagging.
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